
 

Essay Contest Guide 

 
Have a clear thesis: This helps to not only make your work clear for the reader, but can 
help you in writing so that you know what examples and arguments to pinpoint. Remember 
that your thesis does not necessarily need to take a side on an argument, for instance you 
can say that international trade has benefits and costs, but so long as you provide clear 
examples of what those are it will give the reader a sense of what is to come and strengthen 
your essay. 
 
Focus your analysis: The prompt is broad, and that’s intentional, we want to see how you 
yourself interpret it in a unique way. It can be tempting to try and cover every possible 
aspect of globalization but this can lead to your essay being stretched too thin. Remember 
you only have 1,000 words for this, which may seem like a lot but whole books can be 
written (and have been!) on just one element of globalization. One interesting and 
well-developed example is better than five examples which haven’t been given enough 
attention to make them stand out. 
 
Write about what interests you: This contest is meant to be an opportunity for you to 
share about a topic you are passionate about. The prompt can accommodate all kinds of 
different perspectives so we want to hear all of them. So if you’re passionate about 
conservation, you can write about poaching and international efforts to combat it. If you 
love space exploration, you can talk about the International Space Station and its history 
and future. The possibilities are endless so don’t shy away from making this prompt your 
own.  
 
Proofread: This is sure to be one you’ve heard before in essay writing, but it’s always 
useful to be reminded of the importance of checking your work. Reading over your essay at 
least twice before you submit it can help to remove simple grammatical slip-ups and make 
your work read nicely. If you’re comfortable reading aloud that can also be a great strategy 
to detect issues with sentence structure we don’t always pick up at first as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Some Articles to Get You Started: 
 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2018-04-16/globalization-not-retreat 
 
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/6/11/17448682/mccain-trump-tariff-g7-
trudeau 
 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/sriya-chakravarti/globalization-of-knowledg_b_625516
2.html 
 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2008/05/26/the-free-trade-paradox 
 
https://www.economist.com/books-and-arts/2017/05/25/an-economists-bleak-view-of-t
he-future-of-globalisation?zid=293&ah=e50f636873b42369614615ba3c16df4a 
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